
International Commission on Occupational Health 



About ICOH 

The International Commission on 
Occupational Health (ICOH) is an 
international non-profitmaking, non-
political, multidisciplinary scientific 
organisation whose sole purpose is 
to foster the scientific progress, 
knowledge and development of 
occupational health and related 
subjects on an international basis. 

(Constitution, Article 1, Section 1) 

   



Ø  sponsors international congresses 
and meetings on occupational 
health; 

Ø establishes scientific committees 
in various fields of occupational 
health and related subjects; 

Ø  di s seminates in fo r mat ion on 
occupational health activities; 

Ø  issues guidelines and reports on 
occupational health and related 
subjects; 

ICOH provides a forum for scientific and professional 
communication. To achieve this purpose, the ICOH:  

About ICOH 



Ø collaborates with appropriate international and 
national bodies on matters concerning 
occupational and environmental health; 

Ø  takes any other 
appropriate action related 
to the field of occupational 
health; 

Ø  solicits and administers such funds as may be 
required in furtherance of its objectives. 

(Constitution, Article 1, Section 2) 
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First International Congress  
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21th International Congress  

for Occupational Health 
1984 - Dublin 

The Permanent Commission and International  
Association of Occupational Health  

becomes International Commission on  
Occupational Health (ICOH). 

 New professional groups participate:  
industrial medical officers,  

occupational health specialist, etc. 

 
12th International Congress  

for Occupational Health 
Helsinki – 1957 

Abolition of the numerous clauses 
for national delegation membership  
has increased from 190 to 1127 and  

the countries represented  
have increased from  

36 to 71. 



Seoul Statement on the Development of 
Occupational Health Services for All 

…the signing at ICOH 2015 



Dublin Statement on Occupational Health 

…the signing at ICOH 2018 



ICOH 2021 



ICOH 2024 

34th International Congress on Occupational Health  

Marrakesh, Morocco was elected to host the Congress 



M. De Cristoforis 1906 – 1915  

L. Devoto 1915 – 1936  

D. Gilbert 1936 – 1940  

T. Stowell 1948 – 1951  

P. Mazell 1951 – 1954  

S. Forssman 1954 – 1969  

L. Noro 1969 – 1975  

E. Vigliani 1975 – 1981  

R. Murray 1981 – 1987  

S. Hernberg 1987 – 1993  

J. F. Caillard 1993 – 2000 

B. Knave 2000 – 2003  

J. Rantanen 2003 – 2009  

K. Kogi 2009 – 2015 

Presidents and Secretaries General  
from ICOH foundation 

L. Carozzi 1906 – 1957  

E. Vigliani 1957 – 1975  

R. Murray 1975 – 1981  

L. Parmeggiani 1981 – 1988  

J. Jeyaratnam 1989 – 2000 

K. S. Chia 2000 – 2003 

S. Iavicoli 2003 –  

J. Takala 2015 –  

Presidents Secretaries General 



World Health Organization 

International Labour Organization 

ICOH Governmental Partners 



International Ergonomics 
Association 

International Social  
Security Association 

International Occupational  
Hygiene Association 

ICOH Non Governmental Partners 



Membership type 2017 

Active (A) 1676 

Retired (R ) 20 

Honorary (H)  25 

Emeritus (E) 218 

Affiliate (AFF) 17 

Sustaining (SUS) 20 

Total 1976 

Members in Good Standing 

+ 2.86% 
increase 

since 2015 

Last update Dec 31, 2017 



Members per country 

Last update Dec 31, 2017 

COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER 

1) USA 119 7) Finland 71 
2) Japan 118 8) Australia 59 
3) Italy 117 9) Mexico 56 
4) Peru 103 10) Rep. of Korea 55 

5) India 100 11) South Africa  52 

6)  Brazil 83 12) France 48 

Others 

1,976 

995 



Geographical distribution 

Dec 31, 2002 



Geographical distribution - GDP per capita 
31 Dec 2014 

Low and middle 
income countries 

48% 

High-income 
countries 

52% 

53% 
High-Income 
Countries 

    47%             22% 
Middle-Income Countries 
                  

Low-Income 
Countries 

                  31% 
31 Dec 2017 



Individual member profile 

Gender 
distribution 

62%

38%

Male Female

Average age 

52 

Profession 

64,4% 
6,5% 

5,1% 

4,3% 

2,4% 

3,7% 

2,9% 

2,4% 8,3% Physician 

Epidemiologist 

Nurse 

Hygienist 

Psychologist 

Engineer 

Toxicologist 

Ergonomist 

Other 

Data refer to the end of the triennium 



The Finnish Work 
Environment Fund 

Finland 

 Sustaining Members in GS 

Institut de recherche 
Robert-Sauvé en santé 
et en sécurité du travail        

Canada 

Clinica del Lavoro 
 L. Devoto 

Italy 

Fondazione Maugeri 
Italy 

Italian Workers’ 
Compensation Authority 

Italy 

 Bundesanstalt für 
Arbeitsschutz und 

Arbeitsmedizin  
Germany 

Institut National de Recherche 
et de Sécurité 

France 

Institute for health protection 
and safety at work 

Croatia 

National Research Centre for the 
Working Environment 

Denmark 

Finnish Institute of 
Occupational Health 

Finland 

University of Occupational & 
Environmental Health 

Japan 

 OH Promotion Foundation  
Japan 

20 



National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health 

USA 

Institution of Occupational 
Safety and Health 
United Kingdom 

Prevent 
Sweden 

 KOSHA  
Rep. of Korea 

Workplace Safety and  
Health Institute 

 Singapore 

 Sustaining Members in GS 

International SOS 
Foundation 

The Netherlands 

Health & Safety  
Laboratory 

United Kingdom 

International Institute of Risk and 
Safety Management 

United Kingdom 

20 



ICOH Affiliate Members 17 



ICOH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The General Assembly is the supreme  
governing body of the ICOH.  

It approves the Constitution, elects honorary members,  
one Auditor and one Vice-auditor, and decides on the venue  

of triennial International Congresses.  
The General Assembly also sets fees,  

accepts and approves the financial accounts,  
accepts the Auditor's report taking such action on  

it as is necessary, and approves the report on the activities  
of the Scientific Committees.  

It consists of the individual members in good standing  
and one representative of each collective member. 

 (ICOH Constitution, Article 4, Section 1)  



ICOH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 



    President 

 Jukka Takala 
 Finland 

Secretary General 
Sergio Iavicoli  
Italy  

 Vice-President 

 Seong-Kyu Kang 
 Republic of Korea 

Vice-President 
Claudina Nogueira 
South Africa 

ICOH Officers 



Paul Schulte 

Christophe 
Paris 

Seichi Horie 

Stavroula Leka 

Martin Hogan 

ICOH Board 2018-2021 

Mats Hagberg Maureen Dollard Frida Marina 
Fischer 

Kari Reijula Rosa Maria 
Orriols Ramos 

Sunil Kumar  
Joshi 

Eun-A Kim 

Olivier Lo Shyam Pingle 

Maria Luisa Tupia 
Gonzales 

Francesco 
Violante 



Tasks of Board Members 

Ø  to review the programme of work of ICOH 
and its Scientific Committees;  

Ø  to assist the Officers;  

Ø  to amend the Bye-laws whenever 
necessary;  

Ø  to recommend the venue of future International Congresses on   
Occupational Health to the General Assembly;  

Ø  to recommend the election of honorary members;  

Ø  to make recommendations to the President for submission to 
the General Assembly for its approval; 

Ø  to review the accounts. 

 (Constitution, Article 5, Section 7) 



ICOH National/Area Secretaries 
worldwide 



ICOH Accomplishments 

ICOH activities cover a wide range of topics, 
as reflected by the 37 Scientific Committees, 
each one  focused on a specific field of work. 



Scientific Committees 

Accident 
Prevention 

 
 Aging and Work Allergy and 

Immunotoxicology 

Cardiology in 
Occupational 

Health 

Education and 
Training in 

Occupational 
Health 

Effectiveness in 
Occupational 
Health Services 

Emergency 
Preparedness and 

Response in 
Occupational 

Health 

Epidemiology in 
Occupational 

Health 



Scientific Committees 

History of Prevention 
of Occupational 

and Environmental 
Diseases 

 
  Indoor Air Quality   

and Health 
Industrial Hygiene 

 

Mining 
Occupational 

Safety and Health 

Musculoskeletal 
Disorders 

Nanomaterial 
Workers’ Health 

Neurotoxicology 
and 

Psychophysiology 

Occupational and 
Environmental 

Dermatoses 

Occupational 
Health and 

Development 



Scientific Committees 

Occupational Health 
for Health Workers 

Occupational Health 
in Small-Scale 

Enterprises and the 
Informal Sector  

Occupational Health 
in the Chemical 

Industry (MEDICHEM) 

Occupational Health 
in the Construction 

Industry 

Occupational Health 
Nursing 

Occupational 
Medicine 

Occupational 
Toxicology Radiation and Work 

Reproductive 
Hazards in the 

Workplace 



Scientific Committees 

Respiratory 
Disorders 

Rural Health: 
Agriculture, 

Pesticides and 
Organic Dusts 

Shiftwork and 
Working Time 

Thermal Factors Toxicology of 
Metals 

Unemployment, 
Job Insecurity 

and Health 

Vibration and 
Noise 

Women Health 
and Work  Work and Vision 

Work Disability 
Prevention and 

Integration 

Work 
Organization and 

Psychosocial 
Factors 



ICOH CORE DOCUMENTS 



ICOH Outputs 



Benefits and tools for members 

Participation in SCs 

Website and Private Area 

Newsletter and Publications 

Noro fund 

Grant for congress attendees 
from developing countries 

ILO Master Fellowship 

Student Awards 

ICOH App and social media 

Journals discounts 



ü  ICOH on social networks ü  ICOH online: social media and more 

www.icohweb.org 



ü  iOS and Android ICOH apps 
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How to become an ICOH member 
STEP 1: Fill in the application form  
Available in English, French, Spanish and Italian at the National Secretaries, and on ICOH website 

(www.icohweb.org) 

Application form must  
be returned to the  

Secretariat General 

Applicants must be  
endorsed by three ICOH  

members in good standing 

If the applicant does not have any 
endorsers, the Secretariat addresses 

him/her to the National Secretary, 
who will evaluate the request and 

help find 3 endorsers. 



STEP 2: The Secretariat processes the application 

The Secretariat asks for a short CV and 
contacts the endorsers for confirmation. 

 

CV + 3 endorsements à review of application  

 

The process is completed within 20 days on 
average. 

 
If the process is blocked, it means that the 
applicant has not sent his/her CV and/or the 
endorsers have not replied yet. 

 

The Secretariat is always at disposal for 
assistance and further information. 



STEP 3: Payment of the membership fee 

The applicant will receive a Settlement Form:      

 

Tick one mode of payment and return 
the form to Secretariat General: 

 

 

 

 

a) Cheque / Bank draft 

b) Direct Bank Transfer to PostFinance 

c) Credit card  
d) PayPal 

Once in good standing, the member will 
receive a membership card.    
 

Reminders for payment 
are sent on a regular basis 



On-line Payment 

New mode of 
payment 

with PayPal 
(in addition to the 

traditional one) 

Easy and immediate! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES 2018-2021 

 
COUNTRIES 
WITH 

GDP<5,000 
USD 

5,000<GDP<15,000 
USD 

GDP>15,000 
USD 

ACTIVE 
MEMBERS 

45.00 CHF 72.00 CHF 345.00 CHF 

YOUNG <34 30.00 CHF 45.00 CHF 72.00 CHF 

RETIRED* 30.00 CHF 60.00 CHF 90.00 CHF 



 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS FEES 2018-2021 

 
LOW INCOME COUNTRIES GDP < 

5,000  
800 CHF 

MEDIUM INCOME COUNTRIES 5,000 
< GDP < 15,000  

2,500 CHF 

HIGH INCOME COUNTRIES GDP > 
15,000  

 

5,000 CHF 

AFFILIATE MEMBERS FEES 2018-2021 
 

>200 MEMBERS 
 

660 CHF 

   
<200 MEMBERS 

 
440 CHF 

NEW 

NEW 


